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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF 
THE BAPTIST EDUCATION SOCIBIY 
OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 


Rochester, N. Y., May 15, 1944. 
The annual meeting of the Baptist Education Society of the State of 
New York was called to order in the Assembly Room of the Divinity 
School, at Rochester, New York, on Monday, May 15th, 1944 at 11:45 
A. M., by Herbert S. Weet, the First Vice-President. 
Prayer was offered by the Reverend W. Harry Freda, D.D., minister 
of the Baptist Temple in Rochester. 


The minutes of the previous annual meeting were submitted in 
printed form, as was also the annual report of the Treasurer, Mr. 
Carson. Both were approved upon vote. 

President Poteat presented his report in printed form, which was 
accepted and ordered printed as a part of the proceedings of the annual 
meeting. 

Mr. Arthur J. Gosnell, Chairman of the Nominating Committee pre- 
sented his report. Upon vote, the Secretary cast one ballot as the vote 
of each and every qualified voter present, whereupon the presiding of- 
ficer declared the following elected. 


President 
dg HOHE SY Deed El ii oh gal Rega MAO RAAT Gunaita aS oes Gm mse ROCHESTER 


STANERYVOHAZZAR D eset eee aioe ~... NEw York 


Second Vice-President 
AVIA WAM S 7 BH SINGLY Ml RINGS eo nem So GouensoocosAes WasuHiInecTon, D.C. 


Honorary Vice-Presidents 


CORWIN SW SHANK. ike its cis oxeee teers toe ee SEATTLE, WASH. 
CHARLES C:TILLINGHAST #h0k see oo, ee New York 
JOSEPH ‘GC AHAZEN acc cae eure eee ec Sumit, N. J. 
WILLARD. S..RICHARDSON 20.2 cee eee New York | 
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Secretary 
(GAEL BANGN SIE: DN 2 Da ce Bo Ss Paces ER ne ee ROCHESTER 
Treasurer 
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Trustees until May 1947 
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ORRIING Rai CLO Uae are a ercltise as % cid augie aigela ne cae natels BROOKLYN 
Creme EOE) NC (UIE EUs erence eee ee a ais Baca db a.c wicb ant wes ROCHESTER 
(GUIIADIRIE EKGs el OUI ID'S 2 eon Oe ace eae ae ROCHESTER 
ESE Nair Sy Vet STINGING TIN Gite sarsic ne sects c s-o:s vice ss news Covrne eedes ROCHESTER 
FELIS IBN 278 INN Cl ne, O08 A ae, oe ON Erte, Pa. 
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GEE NEN EIDE Der BR ONVINee setae, ce os cote cerca s siecle cadens GRANVILLE, OHIO 
GEE MRIEE SF WSCA SOUNWA Ss ostateis's cates «sla ttatalntine os athe ROCHESTER 
BIBAN CAME Nim Pisa Sy bel NOE Meee cH Elle sto’ cisiere: eels Stabe wre ele slate ents os SYRACUSE 
Trustees until May 1946 
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The presiding officer appointed the following to serve as the Nominat- 
ing Committee that will report at the next annual meeting: Howard 
J. Henderson, Chairman, Arthur L. Stewart, Charles W. Carson, J. 
Sawyer Fitch. 


No further business being presented, a motion to adjourn prevailed. 


GLENN B. EwELL, Secretary. 


THE ANNUAL REPORT TO THE BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES 


OF THE 


BAPTIST EDUCATION SOCIETY OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK 


Fifteenth Annual Report of 


. 
Tue PRESIDENT OT THE COLGATE-ROCHESTER DIVINITY SCHOOL 
May, 1944 
Gentlemen: 


It is with considerable diffidence that I attempt to present the presi- 
dent’s report for the past year, less than a third of which has known 
me as the occupant of the office from which a complete record is ex- 
pected. It is exactly three and one half months since I was intro- 
duced to the faculty and student body as the nominee of the trustees; 
it has been only two days more than a month since I was formally 
inducted into the chair which both honors and bewilders me. I am 
honored, for the succession in which I find myself and the good repute 
of the institution which I now serve are highly honorable; I am be- 
wildered for there is much that I am having to learn and adjustments 
I am having to make which, however adequately anticipated, are never- 
theless not to be made without time, tedium and temerity. 

Since the opportunity to express my gratitude to the Board of Trus- 
tees has not hitherto been afforded, you will indulge, I trust, such a 
personal word. I am not unaware of the very real difficulties that 
were involved in the appointment of a successor ‘to the late incumbent. 
Something of the “blood, sweat, toil and tears” that brought to ma- 
turity the present relationship is known to me and more will undoubted- 
ly become apparent as we labor together. I am amazed at two things: 
the magnitude and responsibility of the search, and the thorough, work- 
manlike and clear-eyed devotion of those who conducted it. That so 
important an effort ended in my election both humbles and chastens 
me, and evokes from the depths of my heart the wish to measure up 
worthily to the commission you have put into my hands. You will 
stand by the institution as you always have; and by me as you have 
my predecessors, to the end that the business of preparing men for 
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high-hearted, courageous, clear-headed leadership in the Kingdom of 
God shall be set forward and upward by our associations together. 


The brief period since my arrival has been, through no enterprise 
of mine, very full of important matters. Much has been said about 
the impact of the war upon our total life. As it has touched the Divin- 
ity School it has called for certain adjustments never before under- 
taken, some of which are sure to involve us in programs hitherto out- 
side our planning. We have had to meet government directives as fast 
_and as varied as they have come to us, our wish being on the one hand 
to cooperate fully with the Selective Service Board and on the other 
to protect in their training and preparation all who are properly certi- 
fied to us as students. 


At the present writing this involves the adoption of an accelerated 
program of studies by the addition of a full semester’s work during the 
summer—May 29-August 6. The faculty have without exception, and 
in many cases at personal sacrifice and the complete rearrangement of 
previous plans, entered generously into this program. Students, as un- 
accustomed to the idea as the faculty, have shown similar willingness 
to cooperate though not without hardship here and there. 

Even more difficult than the necessity for the improvization of a sum- 
mer semester has been the demand that we admit as students, men who 
have reached the age of eighteen but whose college preparation is far 
short of completion. The Government directive that provides that all 
pretheological classifications, irrespective of their college status must 
be in residence as theological students by July 1, 1944 means that men 
are enrolling this summer with less academic credit and with lower 
chronological age than has ever been the case in this institution. To 
refuse them entrance is to turn them to other institutions or to expose 
them to 1-A classification in which latter case the supply of replace- 
ments to the Christian ministry and the chaplaincy will be automatically 
cut off. 

Administrative officers are learning to live from hand to mouth in 
these days of official change and directive and to extemporize in many 
areas where hitherto there has been either a fixed policy or complete 
freedom of administration. What this will mean in the immediate 
future is as incalculable as its possible long range effect on recruiting, 
training and sustaining a competent Protestant ministry. It is against 
such a backdrop as this that our planning must be studied and set up. 
The biennial meeting of the American Association of Theological 
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Schools, planned for three days during the first week in June, should 
provide clarification of problems that are now widely debated among 
educators, and should create a consensus that will coordinate and con- 
solidate programs that, up until now, have of necessity, been worked 
out independently. 


Attendance and Spirit 


The total enrollment has been 117, nine less than our 1942-43 aggre- 
gate. For the incoming class, whether they enroll in the summer or 
fall, we have the prospect of 35 men. Unless the current directive 
—which has been unanimously protested (see A-P report, May 8, 
1944.)—is conspicuously modified we face the prospect of no enrollees 
after the new class is in residence until the war emergency is declared 
to have passed. This has, of course, dispirited many men who have 
looked forward to their professional training here, and it could not 
but affect somewhat the mood of the current student body. But the 
quality of work has been high and the spirit of the men cooperative 
and good-humored. This latter quality has been observed even during 
the trying circumstances that created a deficit in the Boarding Club 
and the necessity for a thirty per cent (30%) raise in the cost of 
board. It is my distinct impression upon coming into the full life of 
the institution for the first time, that there is here a fine bunch of men 
who have intelligence, seriousness, humor and industry. It can safely 
be predicated of many of them that wherever they go, into the parish 
or the services, they will be notably successful ministers. 


Spring Convocation and the Inauguration 


Despite some preliminary anxieties about attendance due to obvious 
causes, the Spring Convocation was well attendéd. That the lecture- 
ships were of singularly high quality was the unanimous judgment of 
all who attended. Dr. Salo Baron, Ph.D., Jud.D., Pol. Sci. D., who, 
under the auspices of the Rauschenbusch Foundation spoke four times 
on “Modern Nationalism and Religion,” exhibited an erudition and 
spiritual sensibility that was profoundly appreciated. Dr. John Knox 
of Union Seminary, speaking under the Ayer Foundation on “The 
Meaning of Jesus in the Early Church,” presented a rare blend of 
scholarship and personal devotion that won him enthusiastic hearing. 
Of the same high quality were the three devotional addresses of Dr. 
A. C. Thomas of Providence and the Alumni oration by Quentin Terrel 
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Lightner of the Baptist Church of the Redeemer in Brooklyn, New 
York. 

The exercises of Inauguration were held on the day following Con- 
vocation, and were reduced to a minimum of display in conformity to 
the general situation within which we live. The full account of the 
proceedings, including the addresses, the names of the distinguished 
visitors, and the luncheon program, is published in the May 1944 issue 
of the Colgate-Rochester Divinity School Bulletin and may be had for 
the asking. 

Faculty Notes 


Dr. and Mrs. Cutten left for Florida on February the first and a 
word of acknowledgment is due to them for the generous way in which 
they gave of themselves during their interim relationship. The prece- 
dent that the youthful ex-president of Colgate University set for walk- 
ing two miles before daybreak in order to have a seven o’clock break- 
fast “on the hill,’ was resoundingly shattered the day he left for 
Florida, but he set examples in other ways which commend his good 
sense and kindly spirit. 

Drs. Moehlman, Erb, and Hudson are leaving us this year, the former 
two having achieved the noble status of retirement, the latter having 
been elevated to a responsible and well-deserved teaching position in 
the University of Chicago. Appropriate acknowledgments of the serv- 
ices of these men have been and are being properly made. It is neces- 
sary to say in this connection that their loss to the institution cannot 
be repaired even by the best of replacements, for their lives have be- 
come so much a part of the institution’s larger life, that their going 
will be keenly felt and followed with grateful and affectionate good 
wishes. 

Dr. Moehlman’s eighteenth book,—The Church and School—The 
American Way, was published by Harpers on April 15, completing a 
list of significant publications unrivaled by his colleagues in the Divinity 
School. His Moriturus Saluto delivered at the opening of the fall 
term in 1943 and described modestly as a report of thirty-seven years 
to the Alumni and the Board has been privately prepared for limited 
distribution. 

Dr. Hudson has ably edited the Alumni News Issue of the Bulletin 
in his capacity as editor of the School publications, and has put the 
touch of his sprightly imagination on five issues. Concurrent with his 
class-room activities he has kept alive for the second consecutive year 
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a series of meetings of the younger alumni in this general area with 
an average attendance of forty-five and an average of program-interest 
well over 100%. 

The volume published, under the editorship of Dr. Baker, to the 
memory of the late President A. W. Beaven is a work of excellent 
print-craft as well as careful, skillful, and balanced organization. It 
is thoroughly worthy of the important service it is designed to render, 
such a testimonial indeed as its distinguished subject would approve. 
Dr. Baker has increased his local and extra-curricular interests in a 
recent visit to the West Virginia Ministers’ Conference, in the presen- 
tation of a fifty-six page report of a survey of religious interests in 
the University of Rochester which was conducted at the request of 
President Valentine and which contains suggestions upon which the 
neighbor institution is expecting to act; and in various other consulta- 
tive capacities with Rochester social and hospital agencies. 


Dean Thomas Wearing has added another leaf to his laurel in hav- 
ing been elected recently to serve as president of the Rochester Rotary 
Club. His services as vice-president of the Church Federation have 
been conspicuous. Distinctions, greater and more modest have come 
to all the members of the faculty and staff, all of whom have been 
giving generous and effective grants of time and effort to extra- 
curricular duties, both locally and abroad. Plans are already partially 
matured which will put all our faculty members in the programs of 
state conventions during the coming year. From South Dakota to 
Connecticut such invitations have already come and been accepted. 
This should greatly strengthen our public relations in the field of the 
Northern Baptist Convention. 


The value of such public relations can be noted in a somewhat more 
detailed report of personal activities by faculty men. Dr. Nixon has 
visited numerous university and college centers during the year and 
is always a welcome and able spokesman; Dr. Ewell, besides his im- 
portant liaison contacts with Selective Service has contributed valuable 
time and counsel to Convention agencies, notably the Department of 
Budget Research; Dr. Branton as interim pastor in important churches 
of several different denominations has consistently made friends for 
us; Dr. Morrison, in addition to a heavy load as director of Extra- 
mural work is widely sought as lecturer before educators; Mr. Lehman 
adds year by year to the goodwill of the School by the music his splen- 
did chorus makes in programs here and there, and by his own concert 
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work in churches in widely scattered points. Dr. Erb has continued 
to be a much sought after and valued counsellor in conferences and 
in the deliberations of the International Council of Religious Educa- 
tion; Dr. Earle Cross, dramatic interpreter of Jeremiah has given per- 
formances that uniquely high light the spectacular career of that great 
and tragic figure; and Mr. Trost, known professionally as Librarian 
is actually an important soloist in the Salem Evangelical and Reformed 
Church and a frequent supply preacher in Rochester and environs. 


It should also be added that two of Rochester’s most distinguished 
clergymen, Dr. Gerald Watkins of Lake Avenue Baptist and Dr. Harold 
Nicely of Brick Presbyterian Church have given important help in 
the department of homiletics. The aggregate value of such services 
is beyond computation and in the field of public relations alone is worth 
incalculably more than can be statistically figured. 


Extra-mural Student Activities 


Nor can the participation of the life of the School in the area served 
by its students be reduced to the statistical records that tabulate it. 
What would happen to the church life for which we are responsible 
within an area of perhaps 7,000 square miles if this school were to 
cease operation, cannot be foreseen. That it would be seriously dis- 
rupted if not demoralized is indicated by these items from the report 
of Dr. James D. Morrison, Supervisor of Extra-mural work. 


One hundred and two students engaged as pastors or student assist- 
ants last year; seventy churches cared for: thirty Baptist, sixteen 
Methodist, ten Congregational, nine Presbyterian, one Community, 
three Friends (Quaker), one Evangelical, comprising a total member- 
ship of 8915, with a weekly average aggregate congregation of nearly 
4000 persons, a record of 222 baptisms and 429 accessions. These 
young student ministers have averaged 163 personal calls and have 
averaged 91 public religious services per week. The record for this 
extra-mural service this year is in nearly every respect an advance 
over the last previous four years. It is encouraging, for example, to 
note two comparative records: in 1943-44 total accessions by baptism 
was 72 per cent higher than in 1940-41; and the amount raised for 
all purposes in the churches thus served which was $56,141 in 1940- 
41, has steadily risen to $137,343 in 1943-44, an increase of 145 per 
cent. This is not the ultimate measure of their enterprise or their 
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success, but it indicates in realistic terms that they are achieving re- 
sults that show evangelistic and administrative competence. In all 
this, of course, the members of the faculty have generously shared, 
contributing in many ways invaluable aid, not only to student work, 
but to public relations in general. 


Report of the Librarian and Curator of the Museum 
Acquisitions 


The funds made available by the Board of Trustees for the purchase 
of books amounted to $2,000 and for periodicals, $700. As recom- 
mended in last year’s report, and accepted by the Board, it is suggested 
that any unexpended balance remaining in the book and _ periodical 
funds for the year 1943-1944, resulting from a decrease in the num- 
ber of foreign importations, be added to the fund which has been 
created for the post-war purchase of such foreign books and periodicals 
as are now unobtainable. The number of accessions for the year 
amounted to 1,272, including 280 gifts and 161 bound periodicals. 

Significant purchases include reprints of the first and second census 
of the United States, originally published in 1791 and 1800 respectively. 
The Library secured at reasonable cost a copy of the Works of Hesiod 
printed in Amsterdam in 1701. This edition contains the Greek text 
and Latin translation. Mention should also be made of two publications 
of the Metropolitan Museum of Art which were added to our collec- 
tion; namely, Isabel H. Grinnell’s Greek Temples and Alan Priest’s 
Chinese Sculpture in the Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Through the generosity of Dr. George B. Cutten, the Library was 
enriched by the addition of nearly one hundred books in the field of 
psychology, all from the donor’s personal library. Mrs. Howard R. 
Chapman presented a copy of Richard Sibb’s Fhe Saint’s Cordials, con- 
taining eighteen sermons by this Puritan divine, published in London 
in 1658, from the library of the late Dr. Howard R. Chapman of the 
class of 1897. Through the kindness of Mr. Henry M. Stern of Roch- 
ester, the Library received Graetz’s six volume work, History of the 
Jews. 


Service 


The total number of books circulated for the past year amounted to 
16,159 as compared with 16,731 for the previous year. Books charged 
to outside borrowers dropped 65% over the previous year, 2,095 books 
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having been withdrawn during the past year as over against 3,463 books 
during 1942-1943. The reason for this decline is twofold: gasoline ra- 
tioning and the increasing use of the department of philosophy and 
religion of the Rochester Public Library. 

During the past several years, the students have been pressed with 
larger classroom assignments. This is naturally reflected in a decrease 
in the amount of general reading done by our men and women. The 
number of overnight books charged amounted to 4,421, a decrease of 
nearly 400 books. This decrease is due to the elimination of reserve 
lists in some courses formerly having them, the larger use made by our 
students of the Public and University Library facilities, and the de- 
crease in the number of students enrolled. Students living off campus 
find it difficult to adjust their schedules to the library’s reserve book 
policy. As a result they become regular patrons of the other libraries 
and borrow books for a two-week period rather than take them out from 
our library for overnight use only. Evening attendance has dropped 
from 5,340 in 1942-1943 to 3,543 during 1943-1944. 


Staff 

Miss Bertha G. Mick, reference librarian since September, 1939, re- 
signed her position effective April 10, 1944. Miss Mick intends to con- 
tinue her post-graduate study and desired to take a much-needed rest 
before entering upon her study program. Her position will be filled 
as soon as a professionally qualified person can be found. Mrs. Anna- 
jean R. Anderson (Mrs. Lyle A. Anderson) is substituting at the loan 
desk until a successor to Miss Mick is found. 


Alumni Lending Library 

The April and November numbers of the “Alumni News Issue” of 
The Bulletin list the additions to this collection. It is hoped that next 
year which marks the completion of ten years of this special service 
to our alumni, a complete listing of all titles in the collection will be 
printed in a special number of the “Alumni News Issue.” Many of 
our best patrons have entered the chaplaincy, thus reducing the number 
of books loaned for the year to 372. One of our graduates in West 
Virginia writes: “Thank you so much for your kind service. It means 
so much to me.” An alumnus in Wyoming writes: “I certainly like 
this service and appreciate it more than I can tell.” 
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Losses by Death 

During the current year we have lost by death two distinguished and 
cherished friends of the School. Dr. Frank W. Padelford who for 
many years was very closely identified with us as President of the 
Baptist Education Society and Chairman of the Committee on Instruc- 
tion died in Claremont, California, February 18, 1944 and was buried 
in Albion on April 7, 1944. Dr. Charles H. Sears, long-time secretary 
of the New York Baptist City Mission Society served as a member of 
our Board of Trustees for many useful years. Their frequent visits 
will be missed; their generous wisdom not forgotten, 


Service Roll 

The names of 104 alumni have recently been placed on a Service Roll 
plaque suspended in a conspicuous place in the foyer entrance, The 
plaque is as decorative as it is representative of the large number of 
CRDS men who at present are serving in the armed forces of the Unit- 
ed States. 
Financial Report 

The complete financial report is in your hands and no summary will 
be attempted here. Let it be stated, however, that the coming of Mr, 
Fred Piotrow to the highly important post of Finance officer and Assis- 
tant Treasurer of the Baptist Education Society has greatly gratified 
those who were bereft at Mr, Carson’s leaving. Mrs, Piotrow has 
made herself a charming member of the faculty family, and her genial 
spouse has already been recognized as a competent and cooperative col- 
league. 


Student Scholarships and Candidates for Degrees 


The allocation of funds to Fellows and Graduate Scholars and the 
candidates for degrees to be conferred May 15, 1944, are reported as 
follows: 


Fellows: 
From the Ayer Fund .......... $600 to Harmon R, Holeomb 
Graduate Scholars: 
From the Ayer Fund ....... ... $400 to [lie Adams 
From the Rauschenbusch Fund $400 to Robert Clingan 
From the General Fund ...... $400 to A. R. Bernadt 


From the General Fund ...... $400 — to Donald Hobbs 


AMMUAL REPORT TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 33 


The candidates for the Bachelor of Divinity degree are as icllows: 


Eiie VM. Adams Norman Lawton 
J. Roy Albany Theodore ML Leach 
Robert P. Beil Joseph D. Lewien 
James RK. Bennett Floyd Massey 
Witham F. Burton Robert Middleton 
Hugh B. Chittenden Donald L. Moody 
C, Rudotph Dahlen John V. Moore 
Kemeth S. Dannenhauer James R. Morrison 
G. Thomas Fattaruso Stanley Ndson 
Yorrest ¥. Vreeman John R. Neubert 
Pearl E, King Robert C. Newell 
Albert H. Kingsley William A. Nixon 
William Kuechman H. Orland Payne 
Charles M, Pomeroy Robert W. Towner 
Joseph W. Schober James W. Webb 
Carlyle F. Smith Jackson B. Wilcox 


Benon S. Topalian 


Looking Forward 


It is perhaps more hazardous to present a prospectus for the future 
after so brief a tenure than it was to attempt to report twelve months 
after three and one-half months in residence. You will have placed 
before you two or three specific recommendations. Before next meeting 
there may be certain changes in the by-laws of the Education Society 
that will commend themselves for action. Immediately before us is 
the urgent need for a restudy of curricular and administrative policies 
and during the next three or four months this must be initiated. The 
changes that have already been forced upon us and the possibility of 
more radical adjustments when the emergency is spent will require the 
most exact and sustained study and recommendation. The whole prob- 
lem of recruiting for the ministry will have to be made a part of a 
wider public relations program that will certainly include also the effort 
to enlarge our financial resources, to confront the new world demands at 
home and abroad, and to positionize ourselves with reference to the 
seen and unforeseen future, In so far as it is possible, we must be 
girded and organized to cope with the new opportunities that are to be 
ours. It will need clear vision and undiscouragable confidence and deep 


spiritual devotion, 
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My final word is the expression of a hope. Many important visitors 
come to our campus and speak to us formally in chapel, or assembly hall, 
and talk informally in the student lounge. They seem eager to share 
their wisdom and experience with us, and in turn often write of the in- 
spiration that their fellowship with students and faculty has furnished 
them. Last fall Mr. E. H. Mack very generously contributed copies 
of Drummond's immortal “The Great Thing in the World” to each 
member of the faculty and student body. These sorts of contact must 
be continued and expanded. The fellowship of kindred minds must be 
cultivated if its maximum fruitfulness is to be had. It is more im- 
portant that a faculty be a fellowship than that it be a roster of in- 
dividualists ; it is more important that the faculty and students shall be 
a fellowship in the pursuit of learning, than in amiable combat; it is more 
important that trustees and faculty and students shall be a fellowship 
than that they be perfunctory, casual or even mildly suspicious partisans 
to private interests and obligations. Our strength lies in our unity, and 
our unity can lie only in our fellowship, in a brotherhood indeed, in 
character-building. Such a hope is more seductive perhaps because of 
the rancor of divisions that have proliferated in the last decade—among 
and within the nations, within denominations, and within church fam- 
ilies. That this can be abated by the devotion and wisdom we shall 
bring to our task is not a vain hope; it is, in simple truth the end toward 
which we strive, the consummation that alone will provide the justifica- 
tion that the world asks for the time, the money and the labor we expend 
together. 
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